SAMLESBURY & CUERDALE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th March 2026 
at Samlesbury Memorial Hall
Present: Councillors:  Graham Young (Chairman), S Fawcett, (Vice Chairman), G Clayton, S Durham, C Lewis, G Whalley, I Seed, S Redmayne and M Graham (Clerk)
Apologies for absence:  Councillor M Higginson and SRBC Councillor P Mullineaux
Also in attendance:  6 members of the public plus County Councillor Fred Cottam

	Agenda Item and Discussion
	Action

	1: Declarations of Personal/Prejudicial Interest
The Chairman reminded Members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest in respect of matters on the agenda in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 2000, the Council’s Constitution, and the Members Code of Conduct.  
	

	2. Minutes of the Last Meeting and Matters Arising
The minutes of the 22nd January 2026 meeting were approved.  There were no matters arising not being dealt with elsewhere on the meeting agenda apart from a reminder to Councillors to please clean their local milestones (these would be allocated).
After discussion it was agreed that this part of the meeting agenda be utilised in future meetings to report on actions agreed.
	

All


	3.  Chairman’s Welcome
Everyone was welcomed to the meeting, and the Memorial Hall Committee were congratulated on the new carpet fitting and room redecoration.
	


	4. Chairman’s Report
The Chairman raised numerous issues of concern. These focussed on speeding and local roads used as a rat run whilst the highways work takes place on Preston New Road.  Other points raised included potholes, the Central Lancashire Local Plan (more later), the Branch Road development, and United Utilities ongoing work.
The Chairman agreed that he would report back on a meeting he was chasing up with the Branch Rd developers and that he would also ensure all the residents living in the immediate area of our planned playground on Nabs Head Lane are spoken with about our plans.
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	5. Lancashire County Council
Cllr Cottam gave a detailed and lengthy report on County Council matters.  This included council care homes, potholes and the Local Government Review.  Much concern was raised by those present about the state of potholes across the Parish and the lack of action to effectively repair these.  Cllr Cottam advised residents to report defects via the ‘Love Clean streets’ App, and he assured residents that LCC are improving their approach to repairs.
	


	6. South Ribble BC
Councillor Mullineaux was unable to attend due to a previously advised event elsewhere.  He had asked the Clerk to refer any relevant issues directly to him.
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	7. Matters Arising from Residents
Local resident Anthony Thorpe gave a detailed verbal and written report on the latest surrounding the Central Lancashire Local Plan (CLLP). The Planning Inspectorate had written to the 3 local authorities with several concerns and questions regarding the housing numbers strategy and employment areas supply.  These points are to be answered by the councils, but concern was raised at the Parish Council that the CLLP may either be watered down or even referred back by the Planning Inspectorate as being unsuitable; if this happens it could well leave the local authorities exposed to numerous planning applications that they are unable to refuse.

A resident raised questions about the impact of artificial lighting on nocturnal mammals.  It was agreed to see what a suitable level of lighting for our rural areas would be.

Residents again raised the issue of potholes.  It was agreed that residents and councillors must report these and if no action were forthcoming, then photographs and the exact location should be forwarded to the Clerk for him to build up a dossier to be forwarded to the Chair of Highways at LCC and the media if required.

Concerns were also raised about: dangerous trees on Preston New Road due to Ash die back; flooding in the road by Alpaca Fold farm and the vegetation on the pavements near to the bus stops close to the Preston New Rd / Nabs Head Lane junctions. The Clerk agreed to action these.

Finally, the saga of the site of the Potters Lane bus stop was raised again.  The Chairman agreed to raise this with Maya Ellis MP due to a negative response from LCC.
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	8. Matters Arising from Parish Councillors
The litter pickers and bag rings had been ordered and received.  Cllr Durham offered to organise a time and date for a litter pick in the Nabs Head Lane / Further Lane area.

The Clerk was asked if an objection to the 13 Long Meadow application had been submitted to Planning. He had drafted a copy but had no response; he added that we are still in time to submit an objection and this would be done the following day.

Questions were raised about the level of the Parish precept appearing at over 5% on some bills when we only agreed a 3.8% inflation increase.  The Clerk explained this was an average increase and depended on the property banding. To put it into context a Band D property with a 5.3% increase equated to 22p per month.  He offered to put an explanation on our Facebook page and ask that any residents asking about this be directed to this as our formal response.

Councillors discussed moving from a formal ‘Parish Meeting’ in May to an AGM followed by a formal business meeting.  This was agreed with 2 votes against.
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	9. Accounts
a) The following payments were agreed and the relevant cheques signed:

	Easy Websites
	37
	Website and emails Feb 26 
	£58.08
	DD

	CPRE
	38
	Annual Subs - Dec 26
	£150.00
	DD

	Mike Graham
	39
	Clerk Salary Feb 26
	£306.00
	Cheque (1)

	Easy Websites
	40
	Website and emails March 2026
	£55.08
	DD

	Mike Graham
	41
	Clerk Salary March 26
	£306.00
	Cheque (1)

	David Tuson
	42
	Feb Newsletter 
	£75.50
	BACS

	Samlesbury Memorial Hall
	43
	Clock Donation x2
	£66.00
	BACS

	Samlesbury Memorial Hall 
	44
	Meeting Rooms 2025/26
	£220.00
	BACS

	Martyn Barton
	45
	Microsoft Subscription 2025
	£84.99
	BACS

	Mike Graham
	46
	20 litter pickers and hoops
	£380.00
	Cheque (2)



(1) Mike Graham £306.00 + £306.00 = £612.00 cheque number 00731
(2) Mike Graham £380.00 cheque number 00732

b) A bank reconciliation was agreed and signed by the Chairman.
c) It was agreed the donation of £50 agreed at our January meeting towards a clock for the Memorial Hall would be revised to £66.  After discussion this was agreed with 2 votes against.
d) It was agreed to appoint Karl Baldwin as our Internal Auditor at a cost of £150.
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	10.  Planning Applications
The following applications had been received since the last meeting:
Cuerdale:
07/2026/00110/LBC Listed Building Consent for internal alterations and canopy extension to existing domestic outbuilding to create ancillary family accommodation / annexe (former stables), Woodhouse Farm Cuerdale Lane Walton-le-dale Preston Lancashire PR5 4EP
Woodhouse Farm Cuerdale Lane Walton-le-dale Preston Lancashire PR5 4EP
Samlesbury:
Park Farm Park Lane Mellor Brook Blackburn Lancashire BB2 7PY
Ref. No: 07/2026/00046/DIS | Received: Sat 24 Jan 2026 | Validated: Sat 24 Jan 2026 | Status: Unknown
Walmsley Fold Farm Cuerdale Lane Samlesbury Preston Lancashire PR5 0XA
Ref. No: 07/2026/00041/NOT | Received: Thu 22 Jan 2026 | Validated: Thu 22 Jan 2026 | Status: Unknown
13 Long Meadow Mellor Brook Blackburn Lancashire BB2 7NX
Ref. No: 07/2025/01023/FUL | Received: Wed 24 Dec 2025 | Validated: Fri 06 Feb 2026 | Status: Unknown
BAE Systems Operations Ltd Samlesbury Aerodrome Myerscough Smithy Road Balderstone Blackburn Lancashire BB2 7LF
Ref. No: 07/2026/00212/NEI | Received: Fri 13 Mar 2026 | Validated: Fri 13 Mar 2026 | Status: Unknown
Land Between Branch Road and Myerscough Smithy Lane Balderstone Lancashire
Ref. No: 07/2026/00209/DIS | Received: Fri 13 Mar 2026 | Validated: Fri 13 Mar 2026 | Status: Unknown
10 Intack Lane Mellor Brook Blackburn Lancashire BB2 7PT
Ref. No: 07/2026/00184/DIS | Received: Mon 09 Mar 2026 | Validated: Mon 09 Mar 2026 | Status: Unknown
Church House Farm Potters Lane Samlesbury Preston Lancashire PR5 0UE
Ref. No: 07/2026/00099/REM | Received: Mon 09 Feb 2026 | Validated: Mon 02 Mar 2026 | Status: Unknown
There was no comment by Parish councillors on these applications.
	



	11. Any Other Business
The Clerk reported the Facebook Group was up and running without any issues.  He reminded the meeting it would deal with parish matters only with no buying, selling nor ‘tittle tattle’.  
	




	12.  Date of Next Meeting
21st May 2026 (AGM followed by the formal business meeting). The meeting closed at 9:40pm
	



